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REPORT 
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Commissioner of Immigration and Agree are 


FOR 1888 AND 1889. 


Jaoxson, Miss., December 31, 1889. 


To His Excellency, Robert Lowry, Governor of Mississippi : 

Sı:—In this report I shall endeavor to show what has 
been done by this-Department toward inducing immigration 
to our State for the last two years. 

The total sum appropriated by the Legislature for the 
years 1888 and 1889 was $500.00, to be expended for maps 
for the use of the Public Schools, and for Immigration. 

Of this sum I have paid out the following amounts, viz: 

1888. 


August 15, Auditor’s warrant No. 1544, for 5,000 

maps, 14x21. cesses eeeseswageas es $ 206 50 
Sept. 8, Auditor’s warrant No. 1628, postage... 10 00 
October 27, Auditor’s warrant No. 1779, for 50 large 

sized maps, mounted, for Superintend- 


ent of Public Education............ 33 80 
Total expenditure for £1. a a $ 250 30 - 


1889. 


Feby 26, Auditor’s warrant No. 1208, for 40 large 
sized: maps, mounted, for Superintend- 


. ent of Public Education............ $ 26 00 
Sept. 19, Auditors warrant No. 2,049, for 3,000. ` 
maps 14x21...... eT Teer ee 66 65 


Dee. 12, Auditor’s warrant No. 2,421, postage.. 10 00 


Total expenditure for 1889..... ere $ 102 65 
Leaving an unexpended balance in the Treasury of $ 147 05 


The question of immigration has been greatly agitated by 
local organizations; boards of trade and county associations 


t 
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since tbe meeting of tbe Legislature of 1888, so much so 
that it was thought expedient by your Excellency to call a 
State Immigration Convention, which met in the hall of 
Representatives, in the Capitol, at Jackson, on May 24, 1888, 
one or more representatives from nearly every county being 
present. A State Immigration Society was organized, by 
the selection of Gen. S. D. Lee as its President, and other 
proper officers; but as it appealed to individual donations, 
no great good was done, except that it sent the impression 
abroad that our people were ready to welcome to our State 
all industrious and Jaw-abiding citizens. 

By a united call of the Governors of all the States south 
of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi rivers, there was 
called to meet at Warm Springs, North Carolina, in the early 
part of 1888, an Inter-State Immigration Convention. Upon 
this commission your Excellency appointed several distin- 
guished gentlemen, and among those who attended were Dr. 


A. J. Phelps of Washington county, Col. H. Sidney King of | 


Lauderdale, Mr. C. R. Byrnes of Adams, and your humble 
servant. 


This convention had its representatives from every State 
named in the call, and quite a number of prominent gentle- 
men of the city of New York-were also present. An effort 
was here made to establish a general Bureau of Immigra- 
tion, at Castle Garden, in New York City, for the purpose of 
soliciting and sending immigrants to the States so repre- 
sented in the Bureau, the membership fee for each State 
being placed at $1,000.00. Of such importance did I regard 
this movement to our State that I continued my journey 
from North Carolina, via Washington City, to New York, 
for the purpose of making a personal examination into the 
condition of affairs at Castle Garden, at which point at least 
eighty per cent. of the immigrants to this country are put 
ashore. After witnessing the landing of no less than 5,000 
persons of foreign birth and interviewing the Commissioner 
of Immigration established at this place, I reached the con- 
clusion that our people did not desire this promiscuous class, 
as they arrive at Castle Garden, to be shipped to our State. 
About seventy-five per cent. were capable of becoming, by 
assimilation and education, good average citizens, the remain- 
der being of that class more or less dangerous and unfit to 
conform to any weil organized law or government. I found, 


_also, that in order to secure the desired immigrant it would 


be necessary to have an agent in the old countries, and ticket 
them with a through bill of lading, that policy being already 
pursued by the Western and Northern States, in conjunction 
with the steamship and railway systems. . «© °°” | 

_ Having completed ‘the work‘of inspection in New York 


« 
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City, I next turned my attention toward that section of our 
common country from which the South can, with proper 
effort, secure a very desirable immigration,. 

THE NORTH AND NORTHWEST. 


There are many reasons, until within the past few years, 
why the people of the Northern and Southern States have 
not had that popular governmental, sociai and commercial 
intercourse which should and ought to exist between a gom- ` 
mon country. This condition of affairs was the -result of 
jealousies, and in some instances fears engendered by the 
late war, or imaginary or real political conditions. - How- 
ever this may have been in the past, it must now be admit- 
ted that little or no such ‘barrier exists. During the past 
two years I have traveled extensively through the North 
and Northwest, and everywhere E have been received with 
hospitality and consideration, and find the people desirous 
of obtaining a proper report of the many advantages of our 
country. In October, 1889, the Illinois Central Railroad, 
through Mr. J. F. Merry, their Western Passenger Agent, 
tendered me, as an aid to. immigration to our State, free trans- 
portation of freight on all articles of agriculture, horticul- 
ture, etc., which might be collected to put on exhibition at 
the Sioux City, Iowa, “Corn Palace,” an exposition second 
to none in this country, arid attracting such multitudes as 
visited the New Orleans Exposition. By the generous dona- 
tions of citizens in almost all parts of Mississippi, I was able 
to carry to this fair a very fine State exhibit, consisting of 
corn, cotton, hay, sugar cane, rice, oats; also fruits of all 
kinds, such as peaches, pears, apples, ete., both in their natu- 
ral state and in canned goods. The butter exhibit from the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College at Starkville, Miss., was 
the finest made by any State there, and pronounced equal in 
flavor and quality to the best Northern make. This exhibit 
was personally attended by myself, where not less than 6,000 
hand-books and maps, and an admirable pamphlet by Col. 
J. L. Power, descriptive of our State, were judiciously given: 
out to those who’expressed a desire to know the State. This 
exhibit was seen by not less than 50,000 people, and I look 
for good results to the State.» 
` By these and other efforts which, owing to the amount 
allowed this department by the State, have been borne by 
individual enterprise, quite a number of good citizens from | 
the North and West have purchased homes, moved with their 
families into our country and become bona fide citizens; nota- 
bly in Oktibbeha, Clay, Noxubee, Madison, Hinds, Adams, 
Franklin, Lauderdale, Amite, Pike, and many other-counties | 
have received new acecssions to their population and wealth. ` 

The people who come from the Northern and ‘Western 
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States are mainly native-born citizens of the United States: 
and as such have become attached to our laws and institu 
tions, and when once among us they readily affiliate with 
and work in common with our people for the upbuilding of 
the material advancement and intelligence of the country, 
Although I have no statistics accurately compiled on that | 
subject, yet I know it to be a fact that there has been more 
immigration to Mississippi in the past four years than in ten 
years preceding that date. 

The brevity of this report and the absence of statistics, 
can be accounted for by the reason of no funds appropriated 
to this department for collecting the same. As to what 
should be done by the State toward an appropriation, and 
_ the re-establishment of a Bureau of Statistics and Immigra- 
tion, I leave to the wisdom of the Legislature, who speak 
for the people. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. W. CARLISLE, 


Commissioner. 


